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with ominous implications, that “civiliza-
tion need not die” (page 67). 

The speech that generated the most
noise—even before it had been given—
was an exhortation to goodness by a
Muslim senior, Zayed M. Yasin ’02, who
let it be known in advance that he pro-
posed to explicate the Arabic word jihad
(page 65). 

But the more subversive speech, at least
in this academic community, was that
given by Avery Weld Gardiner ’97, J.D. ’02
(page 65). She managed to keep secret
from her father, Robert H. ’66, and her
mother, Anne, until the moment she stood
up to speak, that she would be a speaker.
“None of us knew,” said her grandmother,
“except her sister, who never told a soul.”
Sometimes, said Gardiner, we need to
turn o≠ our analytical side and tune into
our heart and soul: “I would venture to
guess that there are many of us at this il-
lustrious gathering who haven’t yet mas-
tered that part of growing up.” 

By the time Gardiner spoke, the audi-
ence had grasped one aspect of the behav-
ior of umbrellas. If you have an umbrella
up, and the persons sitting on either side
and in front and back of you have umbrel-
las up, tilting of one of this regiment of
umbrellas will decant a stream of water
into your ear or onto your knee or down

your back, and while you may laugh
at these inundations good-humor-
edly, and while those on stage under
the awning may make charming little
rain jokes as the proceedings creep
along, you get very wet. 

From June 5 through June 7, 1.66
inches of rain fell, most
abundantly on Com-
mencement morning,
June 6. Rain fel l in
1989, when Benazir
Bhutto ’73 got an hon-
orary degree, and in
1986, when Lord Car-
rington, NATO’s sec-
retary general, did.
The biggest shocker
came in 1968, when
Harvard honored the
shah of Iran and rain
fell for the first time
since 1904. 

At 11:42 a.m. this
year the Reverend Pro-
fessor Peter J. Gomes
stepped to the micro-
phone and gave per-
haps the most focused
blessing of his career:
“God keep us safe, dry,
and happy. Amen.” 

Honoris Causa
Three women and nine men received honorary
degrees at Harvard’s 351st Commencement, a
constellation of luminaries larger than in any
year since 1993, when Julia Child, Colin Powell,
and 12 others became honorary alumni. In order
of presentation, this year’s honorands were:

Yuan T. Lee. He has been called the
Mozart of physical chemistry. Born in Tai-
wan, educated there and at the University
of California, Berkeley, he came to Har-
vard in 1967 as a postdoctoral fellow to
work with Professor Dudley R. Hersch-
bach. In 1986 they shared the Nobel Prize
in chemistry. Lee taught at the University
of Chicago and Berkeley and is now presi-
dent of the Academia Sinica in Taiwan.
Doctor of science: Beaming light through
chemistry’s curtains, a dynamic investigator
whose experimental ingenuity unshrouds the
mystery of how molecules mingle.

Peter Brown. Born in Dublin, educated at
Oxford, he has served on the faculties of
Oxford, Berkeley, and Princeton, where
he is the Rollins professor of history. Doc-
tor of laws: Learned interpreter of late antiq-

uity and early Christendom, whose classic works
on the postclassical world illuminate ages once
called dark and reveal the ancient anew.

Mamphela Aletta Ramphele, BI ’89. A
leader of South Africa’s Black Conscious-
ness Movement in the 1970s, a medical
doctor and social anthropologist, she
served as vice chancellor of the University
of Cape Town and is now a managing di-
rector of the World Bank, where she leads
its activities in health, education, and so-
cial protection. Doctor of laws: Champion
of excellence in the African academy, courageous
leader in the quest for equality, a vital force for
the health and the hopes of those in greatest need.

Howard Rai≠a. Decision analysis, game
theory, statistical decision theory, behav-
ioral decision theory, risk analysis, nego-
tiation analysis—each field bears the
indelible mark of Harvard’s Ramsey pro-
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Although about 50 Harvard
students are in the ROTC pro-
gram, only three, top, were
commissioned this year, in a
ceremony in Tercentenary The-
atre on June 5. They are, from left: Charles B. Cromwell ’02, of
Mather House and Missoula, Montana, Sean D. McGrath ’02, of Eliot
House and Atkinson, New Hampshire, and Brian R. Smith ’02, of
Quincy House and Lee’s Summit, Missouri. President Lawrence H.
Summers, right, spoke at the swearing in. “No Harvard president has
done as much for ROTC in 40 years,” said the program’s Lieutenant
Colonel Brian Baker. The playing of the national anthem at the start
of the ceremony drew a salute from John W. Sears ’52, of Boston, left,
across the Theatre on the steps of Widener for the fiftieth-reunion
class photograph. “The Star-Spangled Banner” was sung next day at
Commencement, possibly for the first time since World War II.
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fessor of managerial economics emeritus.
Doctor of laws: A choice scholar revered for
his analytic acuity and worldly wisdom; his deci-
sion trees yield bountiful fruit, and his games
much more than fun.

Bernard Williams. An illustrious ethicist
admired for his formidable skepticism,
rigor, and wit, Sir Bernard is a fellow of
All Souls College, Oxford, and Deutsch
professor of philosophy at the University
of California, Berkeley. Doctor of laws:
Probing problems of self and mind, plumbing 
the limits of ethical thought, he confronts with
Cartesian clarity the question of  how one
should live, to help us make sense of humanity.

Katherine Dunham. An unmitigated ra-
diant force. A hip-sweeping anthropolo-
gist. The hottest thing to hit Chicago
since Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked the
bucket. Katherine Dunham has been
called all these things, as well as the ma-
triarch of black dance. A lifelong social
activist, now in her early 90s, at 82 she
went on a 47-day hunger strike to protest
the U.S. government’s policy of returning
Haitian refugees to their native land. Doc-
tor of arts: Performer and
choreographer, anthropolo-
gist and educator, a rhap-
sody in motion whose en-
chanting cultural artistry
has set the world dancing
to a di≠erent drum.

Sydney Brenner. A na-
tive South African, edu-
cated there and at Ox-
ford, he is known for a
series of defining discov-
eries in genetics, includ-
ing the identification of
“messenger RNA.” For-
mer director of molecu-
lar genetics at the Medical Research
Council in Cambridge, England, he has
more recently served as president of the
Molecular Sciences Institute in Califor-
nia. Doctor of science: Messenger god of
modern biolog y, creative and ingenious, di-
vulging deep secrets of our genetic code and
heralding our genomic future.

Albert O. Hirschman. Born in Berlin, he
studied in Paris, London, and Trieste. In

1940 he worked with the
American editor Varian
Fry ’30 to rescue Euro-
pean intellectuals fleeing
the advancing Nazi occu-
pation. He went on to an
academic career that in-
cluded a decade at Har-
vard and then more than
a quarter-century at the
Institute for Advanced
Study in Princeton, doing
cross-disciplinary work
on the economic and po-
litical development of
less developed countries.
Doctor of laws: Trespass-
ing boldly across scholarly domains, developing
insights into de veloping societies, a splendid 
social scientist with a bias for hope and a pas-
sion for the possible.

Julius B. Richmond. A great friend of
children, a pioneer in introducing psy-
chosocial development into pediatric
education, he was founding national di-
rector of Project Head Start. He also
launched another major federal initiative

to create Neighborhood
Health Centers in hun-
dreds of America’s need-
iest communities. He
joined the Harvard med-
ical faculty in 1970, leav-
ing in 1977 to serve as 
assistant secretary of
health and surgeon gen-
eral of the United States.
He returned to Harvard
in 1981 and is now the
MacArthur professor of
health policy emeritus.
Doctor of science: Far-
sighted architect of initia-
tives  in  health ,  maste r

builder of bridges linking academy and com-
munity, for whom nothing is more precious than
the life of a child.

Ruth J. Simmons, Ph.D. ’73. Born in
Grapeland, Texas, the twelfth child of
sharecroppers and the great-great-grand-
daughter of slaves, Ruth Simmons became
president of Brown University last year.
Before that, she served as president of
Smith College. At Brown she is also a pro-

fessor of comparative
literature and teaches in
the Department of Afri-
cana Studies. Doctor of
laws: Opening minds, open-
ing doors, opening eyes to
new opportunities, she has
spurred higher education
higher with inspiring provi-
dence.

Neil L. Rudenstine,
Ph.D. ’64. After becoming
Harvard’s twenty-sixth
president in 1991, he
challenged and coaxed
the University to think

of itself as one university, not just a collec-
tion of schools that share a common name.
Doctor of laws: Principled and humane, saga-
cious and urbane, a Renaissance man who has
lifted the sights and upheld the ideals of a grate-
ful University, pointing Harvard’s starry array
toward newfound constellation.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan. Professor of
government at Harvard from 1966 to 1977,
a four-term U.S. senator from New York,
ambassador to India, and U.S. represen-
tative to the United Nations, he is the au-
thor of 18 books, on topics ranging from
architecture to urban poverty, from So-
cial Security to international law. Doctor
of laws: A quintessential scholar-statesman
whose capacious learning and independence of
mind have shaped our national conversation; to
complex questions of consequence his answers
are never pat.

Hirschman

Simmons

Lee

 Reprinted from Harvard Magazine. For copyright and reprint information, contact Harvard Magazine, Inc. at www.harvardmagazine.com


