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FRANK 
ROOSEVELT 

at 

HARVARD 
AND WHAT "BECAME OF HIM LATER. 

by John T. Bethell 

EVEN ADVERSARIES ADMIRED HIS WAY WITH WORDS, AND 

the "wise sauciness"-in Felix Frankfurter's phrase
with which he disarmed his critics. His speech at the 
1936 Harvard Tercentenary was a famous example. 

"This meeting is being held ," he began, 

in pursuance of an adjournment expressly taken one hun~ 

dred years ago on the motion of josiah QUincy. At that time 
many of the alumni of Harvard were sorely troubled con
cerning the state of the nation. Andrew Jackson was Pres
ident. On the 250th anniversary of the founding of Harvard 
College, many alumni again were sorely troubled. Grover 
Cleveland was President. Now, on the three hundredth an
niversary, I am President. 

annual dinner the [allowing winter, he wrote Jimmy O'Brien, 
still the janitor o[ the residence hall where he'd lived as an under
graduate, inviting rum to stop by the clubhouse and say hello. In 
the presidential yacht, Sequoia, he visited Harvard's rowing camp 
at ledyard, Connecticut, where his freshman son, Franklin Jr. , 
was in training. The next spring he entertained two dozen 
Harvard oarsmen at a White House dinner. 

His enthusiasm was infectious. As a senior at Groton, his son 
James wanted to go his own way and attend some other college. 
His [ather provisionally agreed, James later recalled, but then 
began talking "hypnotically" about the Crimson, the Fly Club, the 
Pudding, and his Harvard friendships. James became the fifteenth 
Roosevelt to enroll at Harvard; many more were [Q come. 

Love it he might, but Hatvard did not always love him back. 
= He cherished his Harvard connections. In the spring of 1934, President emeritus Abbott lawrence lowell was rude to him 
::: when pending legislation seemed likely to keep him from at
= tending his thirtieth reunion, he put on a White House reception = [or most o[ the class o[ 1904. Before attending the Fly Club's =. 

OppOSite: Young Roosevelt, bound for Harvard, in the spring of his senior 
year at Groton, "a fellow of exceptional ability and high character" 
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~ when the Tercentenary exercises were cial invitations. The roommates would stay 
t=- being planned. When he firsr ran for pres
=- ident, a straw vote held by the Harvard = Crimson showed a three-to-one preference 
::: for Herbert Hoover. Four years later a = Crimson editorial called the president-a 
=- former Crimed himself-"a traitor to his 
::: fine education." In irate letters to newspa~ 
~ pers and the Harvard Ailimni Bulletin, many 
E older Harvard men took t.he same line. 

"H EWILL there four years. 
Frank Roosevelt and 'jake" Brown, both 

New Yorkers, had become close friends as 
students at Groton School. Frank's Groton 
career had been unexceptional, but his 
teachers liked him. He loved to sail and had 
thought of going to the Naval Academy, but 
he applied to Harvard at the behest of his 
father, who had stuclied law there. Frank's 
best college recommendation came from 
the Reverend Sherrard BUlings, who taught 
Latin, led the chOir, coached football, and 
shepherded the Groton Missionary Society. 
Billings had been a Harvard classmate of 
Theodore Roosevelt, A.B. 1880, governor of 
New York, Spanish War hero, and Frank 

LIVE IN MEMORY 

AS ONE WITH 

WHOM HIS 

OWN TIME HAD 
Yet he was not without honor at 

E Harvard. At the age of 35 he was elected to 
E the Board of Overseers. In 1929, when he 
=- was governor of New York, he was elected = chief marshal at Commencement. He gave 

the phi Beta Kappa Oration, received an 
~ honorary degree, and spoke at the after

DEALT, IF NOT 

UNFAIRLY, AT 

LEAST AUSTERELY." 

= noon meeting of the alumni. And in 1936, as the nation's chief 
executive, he spoke at the Tercentenary exercises. 

Two days after his death in office on April 12, 1945, mourners 
=- jammed the Memorial Church for a service led by Willard Sperry, 
E dean of the Divinity School. "We have lost one of our own mem
= bers," said Sperry. "It would be presumptuous to say that else-

where there is no sorrow like our sorrow. But our sorrow is 
~ touched with a humble and proper pride that this society was one 
E of the shaping forces which fitted him for his duty and his destiny. 

"He will live in the memory of generations to come," said the 
t:: dean, "as one with whom his own time had dealt, if not unfairly, 
= at least austerely. He is a casualty of these costly years of war." 

A fortnight later the Alumni Bulletin published tributes from five = distingUished alumni. Older readers contributed reminiscences of 
== his undergraduate days. But the surprising fact is that no lasting 

memorial to Franklin Delano Roosevelt was ever established at 
Harvard. 

The institution dealt less austerely with the Harvard-educat
ed presidents who preceded and followed him. The name of = Theodore Roosevelt, class of 1880, LLO. '02, is cut in stone on the 
1880 Gate, outside Lamont Library, and carried on by the li

=- brary's Theodore Roosevelt Collection. When John F. Kennedy 
= '40 was assassinated, Harvard's school of public admin istration 

was renamed in his honor. But no Franklin D. Roosevelt Center, = no Roosevelt chair of political science, no Roosevelt lectureships, 
scholarsh ips, or fellowships memorialize the most famous 
American of his time, a man who overcame severe phYSical dis~ 

- ability and led his nation and its allies through the most desper-
E ate days of the twentieth century. Only a modest plaque marks 

his old rooms in Westmorly Court. 

=- W tTH ITS MANORIAL FAC;AOE, OIAMOND' LEADED WIN' 

=- dows, and oak wainscoting, Westmorly was the 
=- most ornate of the privately owned residence 
=- halls that lined Harvard's "Gold Coast." On Bow Street, oppo
=- site Saint Paul's Church, the building was new in the fall of '900, = when Franklin Roose\'e1t and L1throp Brown moved in as fresh 
=: men. In the fashion of the day, they decorated the walls of their 
- first-floor suite-now Adams House B-17, a faculty office-with 
=- school pennants and banners, team pictures, beer steins, and so' 
-ill 

Roosevelt's fifth cousin. Writing in May 1900, he advised College 
officials that 

F. D. Roosevelt is a fellow of exce~tional ability and high 
character. He is mature in his aims and will get a great deal 
from his courses. He hopes to go into public life, and will 
shape his work at Cambridge with that end in view. I ex
pecr him to be a very useful member of society at Harvard. 

Roosevelt and Brown were among 18 Grotonians in the enter' 
ing class of 1904, which inirially had 537 members. A slender six
footer with patrician features and an engaging smile, Frank 
Roosevelt had begun wearing pince-nez glasses like his famous 
cousin TR's. He was good at golf, so-so at tennis, and too light for 
football, TR's favorite contact sport and the one that mattered 
most in the turn-of-the-century culture of masculinity. With '50 
others Frank tried out for freshman football, but was cut and 
aSSigned to the Missing Links, Lightest of eight intramural 
"scrub" teams. His teammates elected him captain. "It is the only 
[team] composed wholly of Freshmen: he wrote to his parents, 
"and I am the only Freshman Captain." 

Having done well enough on his entrance exams to earn 
sophomore standing. Frank took six courses per term, the max~ 
imurn number permitted, in order to meet the requirements for 
the A.B. in three years (a practice followed by more than a third 
of the undergraduates of the time). He majored in history and got 
"gentleman's C's"-worth high B's by today's standards-in 
almost all his courses. 

His teachers in history and government classes included 
Edward Channing, Archibald Cary Coolidge, Silas Macvane, 
Hiram Bingham (then a doctoral student, later the discoverer of 
Machu Picchu), and Abbott Lawrence Lowell. His instructors in 
pubLic-speaking courses were [rvah Winter and assistant pro
fessor George Pierce Baker. Le Baron Russell Briggs, George 
Lyman Kittredge, Pierre la Rose, and Barrett Wendell were 
among his English teachers. Twice he took undemanding geolo
gy courses given by the colorful athaniel Southgate Shaler, 
dean of the Lawrence Scientific School. In his third year he took 
Fine Arts 4 (medieval and Renaissance art) and enrolled in 
JOSiah Royce's Philosophy la. He soon dropped it. "The appeal of 

o 1111111111111111111111I1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111I111111111111111111111111111111 

Reprinted from Harvard Magazine. For more information, contact Harvard Magazine, Inc. at 617-495-5746



III I 

I I I II IIII I I I III 

systematic or abstract thought," one biographer has observed, 
"remained a mystery to Franklin Roosevelt illl his life."· 

FRANK ROOSEVELT AND JAKE BROWN WERE PROBABLY T HERE 

when President Charles William Eliot spoke at a Sanders 
Theatre reception for incoming students in October '900. 

"It is a common error," Eliot told the newcomers, "to suppose that 
the men of this University live in rooms the walls of which are cov
ered with embossed leather; that they have at hand every luxury of 
modern life. As a matter of fact, there are but few such. The great 
majority are of moderate means; and it is this diversity of condition 
that makes the experience of meeting men here so valuable." 

Frank Roosevelt had already declared his intention of acquir
ing "a large acquaintance," but it would not be as diverse as 
President Eliot might have wished. His freshman social life re
volved around luncheons, teas, dinners, and dances in Boston 
and Cambridge. In College affairs he was resolved to be "always 
active." He competed (at first unsuccessfully) for the Crimson 
news board. He sang with the Freshman Glee Club and became 
its secretary. Though the Hyde Park side of the Roosevelt family 
normally voted DemocratiC, he joined the Republican Club to 
support his Oyster Bay cousin Theodore, President William 
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The senior board of the Harvard Crimson in 11)04, FDR presiding. 

McKinJey's running mate in the election of 1900. In red caps and 
gowns, Frank and most of the freshman class joined a torchlight 
parade into Boston to celebrate the Republican victory in No
vembet. Sporting his pince-nez and spouting "Bully!", Frank 
seemed to some of his classmates to be trading too much on 
famili al ties. A few started calling him "Kermit," after one of the 
Rough Rider's preadolescent sons.t 

Frank had been at Harvard for less than a month when his 72-
year-old father had a heart attack. James Roosevelt had been ill 
with heart trouble for !O years. His attack came two days after 
news of a scandal involving the erratic "Taddy" Roosevelt, 

""This assessment appears in Geoffrey Ward's Before the Trumpet (Harper &: 
Row, 1984) , an invaluable SOUTce of material for this article. Other excellent 
accounts of Roosevelt's youth include the late Frank Freidel's Franklin D. 
Roosevelt TheAppremiccship (Little, Brown, 1952), and Kenneth s. Davis's FDR: 
The BerkonillgofDcstillY (Putnam, 1971). Broader in scope, but easy reading, is 
Peter Collier and David Horowitz'S The Roosevells: All Americall Saga (Simon &: 
Schuster, 1994), which traces the contrapuntal relationship of the Hyde 
Park and Oyster Bay branches of the Roosevelt family. 

tFrank had been tagged with mean nicknames before. The acerbic Alice 
·Roosevelt Longworth, TR's eldest child, recalled that young wags in the 
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james's grandson by his first marriage. Taddy had been a year 
ahead of Frank at Groton. He had great expectations: his moth
er had come from the wealthiest family in America, the Astors. 
After a troubled freshman year at Harvard, Taddy married a New 
York prostitute and rented a West Side apartment, replete with 
servants. His father found out and broke up the household. 
Perhaps hoping to embarrass TR, someone tipped off reporters. 
The headlines didn't hurt TR's candidacy, but they were too 
much for james Roosevelt. In late November he had another 
attack. A few days later Frank got a telegram from his mother, 
Sara Delano Roosevelt, summoning him to New York. He went 
immediately and was there when his father died on December 8. 

"I regret to tell you of the death of my Father, Mr. james Roose-

Oyster Bay clan referred to their cousin F. D. as MFeathcr Duster," "the 
handkerchief-box young man" (because he resembled the prettified boys 
portrayed on such boxes), and "Miss Nancy" (because he "pranced around 
and fluttered" on the tennis court). When he became an officer of the Crim
son, an in-house poster imroduced him as "Rasey Rosenveir, the Ullie of the 
Valley: 

FDR and classmates held their fifteenth n:union at Harvard's rowing camp 
on Connecticut's Thames River: He was then assistant secretary of the navy. 

velt," Frank wrote to Le Baron Russell Briggs, dean of the College: 

As my Mother is all alone and as the end of the term is so 
near, I feel sure that you will not mind my staying at home 
with her. Also I should have to be here on Dec. 20th for some 
legal matter and I think I can make up during the holidays 
the work I am lOSing now. I shall be in Cambridge however 
on Wednesday next and if you desire to see me that day I 
can go to see you. I know you will understand that I am 
staying away merely for my Mother'S sake and hope to have 
the work made up when we return early in January. 

Believe me 
Sincerely yours, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Frank was the only chUd of the marriage and was close to both 
parents. He and his mother spent a bleak Christmas holiday at 
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Springwood, the family 
estate in Hyde Park, and 
Frank returned to Har~ 

vard on January 3- The 
conventional six, month 
interval of deep mourn' 
ing curtailed his social 
activities. He did not 
make the CKimson when 
freshman candidates were 
elected in February, but 
he entered the spring 
competition and was one 
of five who survived it. 

Harvord-C/cw of It}Ot 

". -I-_N;.JIl~ 
-{II·"'-)7f.Mr.M-~ . v~ ,-

.iI,.I. l ! ..... k tV¥. 
010<108 Ih~ period III1(,C '9W . 

UfdoMfoo .. ,... - ... .-

~b -

During che pcriod .. nee 1914 

,,,,,,, ___ ,...;0l000ii 

....... ... _----

"
se lec ti on process was = 
rigidly hierarchical. First .:: 
you had to get into the :: 
Institute of 1710, the old- .:: 
est and largest club. If ::: 
you were among the Rrst = 
?O or 80 of the 100 sopho- .:: 
mores accepted, you were ::: 
taken into Delta Kappa = 
Epsilon fraternity ("the .:: 
Dickey"). Then you might = 
join a "waiting" club, and :: 
at last a final club like .:: 
Porcelli an or A.D. Your 
chances improved if you :: 
were a "legacy," i.e., re- 1.::_
lated to a member. I 

His big break came in 
April, when his cousin, 
now vice president. visit, 
ed Boston. Frank reached 
TR at Professor Lowell's 
house and learned that he 
was speaking at Lowell's 

1/110" '''_'''''1'"'' _ "-"<1, __ .. .., 

/~ ? . -rT"ut" '''I,/,,,,:r-k. J By Christ mas of ' 901 

Twenty years later, FDR sent in this informatioll for the thirty-fifth reunion book. 
the Inst itute of 1770 had 
elected 50 men . Frank = 
Roosevelt wasn't onc of 

constitutional government class the next clay. To avoid attract' 
ing a crowd, Lowell had kept it quiet. Frank, who was taking the 
course, wrote a news item [or the Crimson. To Lowell's displea, 
sure, a crowd of 2,000 was outside the lecture hall the next 
morning. 

Frank and another Oyster Bay cousin, Theodore Robinson '04, 
went out for freshman crew that spring. More than 200 students 
rowed as alliliates of the Newell and Weld boat clubs, which 
competed for seats in the freshman and varsity boats. Frank had
n't rowed before, but was good enough to stroke Newell's third 
boat. In the final club race of the year his crew came from behind 
to nip Weld's by three feet . This was Frank's last hurrah in intra
mural sports. As an upperclassman he would put most o[ his 
energy into the Crimson. What extracurricular time he had left 
went into club life and socia};service activi ties. 

His father'S death had tightened the already close bonds be
tween Frank and his mother. The family usually summered on 
Campobello Island, east of the Maine-New Brunswick border, 
but in the summer of '901, after Frank's freshman year, neither he 
nor his )TIother wanted to be there without James. Instead they 
took ship for Europe, accompanied by cousin Teddy Robinson. 
On the return voyage, as their liner passed the Nantucket light
ship, they learned that President McKinley had died of an assas
sin's gunshot. At 43, TR was now in the White House. 

T HE NEW PRES IDENT WAS INTERESTED IN HIS COUS IN 

Franklin. He had encouraged him during his years at 
Groton and Harvard; in 1905 he would give the bride 

away at the wedding of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt. "I'm so 
fond of that boy, I'd be shot for him," he once told Sara Delano 
Roosevelt. The admiration was mutuaL In letters to her son, 
Sara referred to TR as "your noble kinsman." Exposure to his 
ebullient relative always quickened Frank's political hopes. But 
as a second-year student at Harvard, he hoped most of all to fol
low TR as a member of the Porcellian Club. 

The Porcelli an was the loftiest of Harvard's "final" clubs. The 

them. His anxious thoughts were diverted by an invitat ion to 
the social event o[ the season-I7-year-old Alice Roosevelt's 
coming-out party at the White House. Two days after Christ
mas, Frank wrote Dean Briggs, 

I have been asked to a dance at the White House in Wash
ington on Friday January 3rd. As I have only three recitations 
on Friday, and none on Saturday, do you think I might go to 
itl lt would be very kind of you to let me know about it. 

Frank spent three days in Washington . He had tea at the 
White House and returned for a private talk with TR. He en
joyed the dance, reporting to his mother that "The Washington 
people weren't in it with the New Yorkers &: from start to finish 
it was glorious." Returning to Cambridge, he found he had made 
the Institute and the Dickey. Then came the blow. Despi te his 
ties to TR, despite the fact that James Roosevelt had been an 
honorary member, and even though five of the 16 undergraduate 
members were Grotonians, Frank was not among the eight 
sophomores elected to the Porcellian. 

Lathrop Brown, Frank's roommate, would later write that 
"his not 'making' the Porcellian meant only that he was free of = 
any restrai ning influences of a lot of de lightful people who 
thought that the world belonged to them and who did not want 
to change anything in it." Frank settled for membership in the 
Fly Club. He joined the Signet SOCiety, then and now a haven [or 
students interested in the arts, and the Memorial SOCiety, dedi
cated to the preservation of Harvard history. He served as librar-
ian of the Fly, the Hasty Pudding Club. and the newly opened 
Harvard Union, and began buying new and rare books for their 
shelves and his own. -His resolve to be "always active" was reflected by member~ =-
ships in the Social Service Society, the St. Paul's Society, the Po- :: 
Iitical Club, the Yacht Club. He was even an usher and cheer- .:: 
leader at football games. But his core activity was the Crimson. ::: 
He became an assistant managing editor in the fa ll of 1902, and = 
managing editor in January 1903- He would complete his degree .:: 
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req uirements in another four 
months, but the presidency was 
his if he wished to stay on. In 
order to do so he decided to take 
mo re eco nomics and history 
courses as a graduate student. 

"H EHADA 
father and hall-brother had 
served. In time she became 
reconciled to the marriage, 
but she also contrived to 
retain a controlling interest 
in her son's personal life. 

Some of his Crimson sta ffers 
would recall his leadership as no 
better than competent. Manag
ing editor Walter Russell Bowie 
'04, who later became dean of 
Union Theological Seminary, 
was more positive. "He had a 
force of personality which was 
latent," said Bowie, "and which 
subsequent occasions would call 
out. He liked people, and he 

FORCE OF PERSON ~ 

ALITYWHICH 
Frank was graduated 

from Harvard on June 29. 
As class committee chair' 
man he got to sit on the 
Sanders Theatre stage . 
Sara and Eleanor were in 
the audience. The class or
ator was Arthur Ballan
tin e, a man Frank had 
beaten out for the presi
dency of the Crimson. "Our 

WAS LATENT .... IN 

HIS GENIALITY 

THERE WAS A 

KIND OF FRICTION ~ 

LESS COMMAND." 

made them instinctively li ke him. Moreover, in his geniality 
there was a kind of frictionless command." 

That fall's top stories included the opening of the Germanic 
Museum, the bequest of millions to Harvard from the estate of 
Gordon McKay, the completion of Harvard Stadium, and the 
shortcomings of the football team. An industrious editorial 
writer, Frank tried to spur on the team (its manager was his 
roommate). Certain linemen, he declared in one of his editorials, 
were "of a spirit that will not awake till the team is in a desper
ate crisis, and goes to sleep again when the crisis is fancied to be 
past." He campaigned for wider boardwalks in the muddy Yard, 
and (successfully) for better lire apparatus and the installation 
of fire escapes in Yard dormitories. He stepped down as Crimson 
preSident in February, and Russell Bowie succeeded him. 

Dy THEN FRANK WAS THINKI NG ABOUT LI FE AFTER HARVARD. 

He had run unsuccessfully for class marshal, finishing 
fourth in a field of six. (The clubs, he thought, had con

spired to elect their own three-man slate.) He then ran for class 
committee chairman and chalked up an electoral Victory. ow 
he had to choose a law schooL He had meant to attend Harvard 
Law, but his mother wanted him closer to home and was urging 
him to enroll at Columbia. 

To his mother'S dismay, he intended to marry. He and Eleanor 
Rooseveit, TR's "favorite niece," had been distantly acquainted 
since childhood. They had been seeing each other regularly since 
November 1902, when they met at the New York Horse Show. 
Eleanor visited Frank and his mother at Campobello the foll ow
ing fall. In November she was his guest at the Harvard-Yale foot
ball game. The next day they went walking in Groton and Frank 
proposed. He was then 21; Eleanor was ,8. 

He broke the news to his mother at ThanksgiVing. She first 
asked that the engagement be kept secret for a year. L,ter she told 
Frank that she would be renting a Boston apartment that winter, 
as she had for the past two years. Frank opposed this extension of 
motherly overSight. As an alternative he suggested they take a 
five-week winter cruise to the West Indies, with lathrop Brown 
as their guest. Sara acqUiesced. The separation from Eleanor did 
not cool Frank's ardor. Sara tried vainly to get him a post as am
bassadorial secretary at the Court of St. James's, where both his 
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freedom must be made a means of seT' 
vice," declared Ball anti ne. "Some , 
catching a bit of the spirit of our 
brothers Phil li ps, Sumner, and Roo
sevelt , will find their chance in the 
field of politics and social reform. Oth
ers, perhaps, may help to lift American 
literature back to that high plane to 
which it was once led by a Cambridge 
group. Wherever we serve, the mes, 
sage of this ancient University is clear: 
we are to stand for absolute freedom of 
thought. " The Roosevelt he had in 
mind was, of course, TR. But FDR 
would lind his chance when it came. 

I N TH E YEARS AHEAD H E WOULD 

prove a remarkably loyal alum
nus. He regularly attended Har

vard Club dinners in New York, Bos
ton, and Washington. Until he was 
stricken with polio he rarely missed a 
Harvard-Yale football game. He re-
turned for reunions, and for Fly Club and Crimson dinners. In 
19'7 he was elected to the Board of Overseers. 

At that point his political star was rising. The similarity of its 
course to TR's had been noticed. like TR, Franklin had gone 
from Harvard to Columbia L,W SchooL· At the age of 28, after a 
desultory four years of private practice, he ran on the Democra' 
tic slate for the New York senate. Making four to six speeches a 
day, he won a seat that had been Republican property for almost 
three decades. While still in his twenties TR had served three 
terms in the New York state assembly. FDR won reelection in 
1912, and was named assistant secretary of the navy the next 
year. TR had held that post and gone on to become the governor 
of New York. Democratic strategists were now talking about 
running FDR for the governorship. 

"Unlike TR, he failed two courses in his first year there. He took make,up 
exams, passed the bar exam after his second year, and did not return for a 
third year of study. Some of his teachers made a point of remembering that. 
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In his run [or Overseer he made a strong showing. Under the 
system used at the time, Harvard degree-holders initially chose 
from a field of 20 candidates. In '917 they included the governor 
of New Hampshire, the police commissioner of New York City, a 
justice of the New Jersey supreme court, the Episcopal bishop of 
Pennsylvania, and a former army chief of staff. Alumni attending 
Commencement then elected five Overseers [rom a slate made 
up of the 10 leading vote-getters. At 35, FDR was the youngest 
candidate in the field. He placed third in both rounds of ballot
ing (behind Major General leonard Wood, M.D. 1884, an ex
Rough Rider who would contend for the Republican preSiden
tial nomination in 1920, and New York police commissioner 
Arthur Woods, A.B. 18g2). He attended that year's Commence
ment exercises and was feted by classmates at a reception at the 
Harvard Club of Boston. 

But he would have limited time for Harvard affairs. The na
tion was now at war. After the armistice FDR would be drawn 

I I 

FDR on Vireo with SOlIS James and Elliott at Campobello Island 
in August 1920. He had just been nominated for the vice preSidency. 

into the inner game of New York politics. In '920 he spoke at the 
Democratic nOminating convention, making a seconding speech 
[or New York governor Al Smith. When Smith stepped aside to 
break an extended deadlock, convention-floor horse-trading left 
FDR as the running mate of Ohio governor James Cox. "His is a 
name to be conjured with in American politics," proclaimed an 
Ohio delegare: "Franklin D. Roosevelt!" 

In the spirit of TR-who had died suddenly, at 60, the previ
ous year-Cox and Roosevelt campaigned strenuously. So did 
TR's eldest son, Theodore Roosevelt J r. '09. He had supported 
General leonard Wood at the Republican convention. Now he 
stalked FDR on the campaign trail. "He is a maverick, [who] 
does not have the brand of our family," Ted Jr. told a troop of 
Rough Riders in Wyoming. In November American voters cast a 
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massive vote or no confidence in the idealistic internationalism 
of Woodrow Wilson and his would-be successors. The Republi
can ticket of Warren Harding and Calvin Coolidge got more 
than 16 million votes; Cox and FOR got just 9 million. 

The following August, while vacat,ioning at Campobello, FOR 
was stricken with polio. His paralysis was severe and agoniz~ 

ingly painful. The remoteness of "Campo" made matters worse. 
A local doctor Erom Lubec, Maine, was brought over by motor
boat the next day. He diagnosed FOR's ailment as a bad cold. Or. 
W. W. Keen, a venerable Philadelphia physician, was persuaded 
to motor up from Bat Harbor. He arrived two days later and con
cluded that the paralysis had been caused by a blood clot or 
spinallesion.* FOR's uncle Frederic Delano located a specialist: 
Or. Robert Lovett, A.B. 1881, professor of orthopedic surgery at 
Harvard Medical School and chairman of the Harvard Infantile 
Paralysis Commission . ..Two weeks after the onset of FOR's ill-

"'Then 84, Dr. Keen had been hailed as Mthe dean of American surgery" when 
Harvard awarded him an honorary degree in 1920. He had been a surgical 
officer in the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, and World War I. 
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FDR chatting with Gn:nvilk Clark '03, LLB. '06, New York lawyer and 
member of the Harvard Corporation, at the Harvard Tercentenary in 1936. 

ness, Lovett arrived at Campobello for a consultation. He 
qUickly diagnosed the disease as poliomyelitis. 

Three more weeks passed before FOR could be taken to New 
York via small boat and private railroad car. For six weeks he 
was hospitalized. Another six months would pass before he 
could leave his bed and try to hold himself up with crutches. But 
his ordeal as a recovering polio patient would be unending. 

H IS CA LAMITOUS ILLNESS WAS THE DEFINING EVENT IN FOR'S 

life. Before his amiction with polio he was viewed by 
many who kn ew him as cocky, self-absorbed, 

superfiCial, a bit of a playboy, a political lightweight cashing in 
on his family name. His infirmity and his arduous rehabilitation 
changed him phYSically and mentally. He gained a new empathy 
with those whose lives had been ill-favored. Suffering tough
ened his character and stiffened his political will. His un-
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quenchable optimism, his refusal to regard 
himself as an invalid, and his determina
tion to walk again became legendary. 

THE CITATION 
would soon be wondering how things got 
so bad so fast: 

His emot iona l recovery was 
magnificent; his physical recovery was 
largely a myth. From the outset, FDR's 
family and advisers down played the seri
ousness of his illness and overstated the 
progress he made during his lengthy pe
riod of recuperabon. His political life was 
at stake. He did regain the full use of his 
hands and his upper body. Beyond that he 
became adept at impersonating a man 
with lame legs who was reasonably mo
bile. The complicity o[ the press helped 
FDR hide the fact that he-was a pa ra
plegic, dependent on others to move him 
and help meet his quotidian needs. 

ACCOMPANYING 

HIS LL.D. DEGREE 

Fifty years ago we humans were still 
divided by an undoubtedly existent 
class consciousness ... .It is not so long 
ago that our own Harvard catalogues 
listed the young gentlemen ... as those 
with "Esquire" after their names, and 
those with the mere prefix "Mister." I 
incline to the phrase "the age of social 
consciousness" as most fitting the 
trend of our own day. It best describes 
the change in the social relationships. 

READ, "GOVERNOR 

OF NEW YORK; 

A STATESMAN IN 

WHOM IS NO The Kansas farmer and the New York 
mechanlc 'send their sons and daugh
ters to college; there is a motorcar 

GUILE." 

In 1924 he reentered politics, nominating Al Smith-"the 
'Happy Warrior' o[ the polibcal battlefield"-at the Democratic 
convention. Supported by crutches and assisted by his oldest 
son, James, then 16, he made his way to the podium with painful 
slowness. The crowd of delegates responded with a rousing ova
tion that went on for three minutes. At the 1928 convention he 
made a stirring speech to renominate Smith-this time using a 
cane and the arm of his son Elliott [or support. That fall he re
luctantly ran for governor of New York. He had meant to con
tinue the immersion treatments he had been taking at Warm 
Springs, Georgia. But AI Smith, [acing an uphill fight as the De
mocratic nominee, wanted FDR on the ballot to help carry New 
York. FDR won the two-year term by a narrow margin, but 
Smith lost in his own state and was soundly defeated by Her
bert Hoover. 

Three months later a letter from President Abbott Lawrence 
Lowell informed Governor Roosevelt that his alma mater 
wanted to give him an honorary degree. "I have been, and still 
am, quite overcome by your news," FDR replied, "and it has 
taken me 'all of a heap.' If I ever had thought o[ the possibility 
of a Harvard honorary degree, it would have been with the [eel
ing that perhaps I might deserve it at the age of 70-certainly 
not at this time." Lowell was now implementing his long-incu
bated plan [or a residential House system, prompting 'FDR to 
add, "As you know, I have always strongly [avo red something 
along this line, and I congratulate you on what I think will be 
the most important step taken in American education during 
this generation." 

He returned for his twenty-fifth reunion in June 1929. His 
classmates had elected him chief marshal of Commencement. 
Harvard's Phi Beta Kappa chapter, to which TR had belonged, 
chose him as orator at the annual Uterary Exercises, and made 
him an honorary member (along with his uncle Frederick De
lano, A.B. 1885, twice an Overseer and later preSident o[ the Har
vard Alumni Association). Helped to his seat on the Sanders 
Theatre stage by his son James, then a rising senior, FDR was 
given a lengthy standing ovabon when he stood up to speak. His 
address was titled "The Age of Social Consciousness." It blended 
a hopeful meliorism with the complacencies of a generation that 

for one out of every [our of the inhabi
inhabitants of the United States; proper sanitation, excel
lent transportation, electric light, music, arts, books by the 
million, the news of the day, good clothing, ready-made 
food-all these are literally at the command of the majority 
of our cibzens. The luxuries of the past generation have 
become the necessities of the present; in creature comforts, 
the making easy of daily household tasks, we have gained 
more in 50 years than in the previous five centuries. 

At Commencement President Lowell awarded 1,957 degrees in 
course-a record number-and 12 degrees honoris causa. The dta, 
bon accompanying FDR's Ll.D. degree read, "Governor of New 
York; a statesman in whom is no guile." It was a curious way to 
describe a man later known [or his genial deviousness, love of 
subterfuge, and administrative legerdemain.· At the afternoon 
exercises of the Alumni Association, FDR presented the class 
gift of $150,000 and was one of five speakers. His theme was the 
need to shift the focus of higher education from 
"teaching ... directed to cooperative and mass effort" to "the stim
ulation and strengthening of the will and the power of the incli
vidual to act as an individual ." To many of his hearers, that must 
have sounded oddly like Republican ideology. 

The stock market crashed in October 1929, wiping out $40 bil
lion in stock prices, ending the Harding-Coolidge era of "nor
malcy," and dooming the presidency of Herbert Hoover. In '930 
FDR was reelected governor by a record plurality. His victQry 
made him the most logicaJ Democratic nominee in 1932. 

His adversaries at that year's convenbon included AI Smith, 
who had come to resent his past ally, and pundit Walter lipp
mann '10, who tried to derail FDR's nominabon in his syndicat
ed column. Though he had urged FDR to run [or governor in 
' 928, Lippmann now called him "an amiable boy scout," "a pleas-

"'Yale did much better by FOR. When he received an LL.D. there in 1934. the 
citation read, "Brave leader of your people in a time of peril; with indomi
table courage and good cheer, with patience and good humor, you have 
brought high intelligence and complete devotion to the service of the 
nation, winn ing to your personal allegiance millions of men of every creed 
and party. ft Presenting the honorand, Professor William Lyon Phelps stated 
that he had "done more to make the front pages of the newspapers interest
ing than any other peacetime President," and observed slyly, "He is well 
named. He has the enetgy of Roosevelt with the charm of Franklin." 

o 
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ant man who, without any important qualifications, would very 
much like to be President." Among FDR's backers was Joseph P. 
Kennedy '12, a millionaire real ~ estate speculator whose large 
family included a Is-year-old son, John Fitzgerald, who would 
follow his father to Harvard and later become the narion's thir
ty-fifth president. Joe Kennedy's machinations got the California 
delegation into the Roosevelt camp. Other states fell in line, and 
FDR was nominated on the fourth ballot. Breaking with tradi
tion, he flew to Chicago to accept the nomination, promising 'la 
new deal for the American people." 

FDR's energetic campaigning and vibrant optimism raised the 
nation's morale even as the depression worsened. In October 

Conning of the President," March-April '995, page 50). FDR 
wrote an appreciative note to Coolidge, who had been one of his 
teachers at Groton. Coolidge shot back an embarrassed "letter 
of humble apology" explaining that the letter was fraudulent. 

"Strictly between ourselves," replied FDR, "I should much 
prefer to have a puppy-dog or a baby named after me than one of 
those carillon effects that is never quite in tune and which goes 
off at all hours of the day and night! At least one can give pare
goric to a puppy or a baby." Affably recalling the first class that 
Coolidge had taught at Groton, he went on to add, "You ... 
announced to the class that a straight line is the shortest dis~ 
tanee between two points-and then cried to draw one. AliI can 

Sweeps University in Greatest 
Republican Landslide on Record 

say is that I, too, have never been able to draw a straight 
line. I am sure you shared my joy when Einstein proved 
there ain't no such thing as a straight line." FDR, who 
had a taste for irony, may have been mindful that writer 
Elmer Davis had recently described him as "a man who 
thinks that the shortest distance between two points is 
not a straight line but a corkscrew." 
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Straw-poll results in the Crimson, October 3', '932. 

Cippmann did a voltefac~ advising his readers that he would 
"vote cheerfully for Governor Roosevelt." Ted Roosevelt Jr., who 
had corne of age in the White House and yearned to reclaim it, 
stuck to his Republican guns. He endorsed the reelection of 
Hoover and told his mother that he was "distinctly hopeful 
... about November. Franklin is such poor stuff it seems improba
ble that he should be elected President." In November Ted's dis
tant cousin carried all but six states and his alma mater. The 
electorate gave FDR 23 million votes to Hoover's 16 million. Har
vard students went strongly for Hoover, a Stanford grad, in the 
Crimson's straw vote. Even Norman Thomas, making the second 
of six presidential bids as the candidate of the Socialist Party, 
outran FOR in five of the seven undergraduate Houses. 

H ARvARD UNDERGRADUATES NOT ONLY FAILED TO SUPPORT 

him; they teased him. FDR was inaugurated on 
March 4, 193J. Within days he received a letter writ

ten on Lowell House stationery. It stated that the House com
mittee, with the approval of House master Julian Coolidge and 
President Lowell, was seeking permission to deSignate a 

. "heretofore unnamed carillon of Russian Bells, at present in
stalled in the tower of our House" as the Franklin Delano Roose
velt Bells. The bells were real. The rest was a hoax (see "The 

The new president was the first to bank heavily on 
scholarly expertise. "The country is being run by a 
group of college professors," groused Senator Henry 
Hatfield of West Virginia. "This Brain Trust is endeav
oring to force socialism upon the American people." The 
best,known brain, trusters in FDR's inner circle were 
from Columbia, but Harvard was well represented. 
Professor Alvin Hansen was a principal architect of 

mer lecturer at the Business School, was the resident 
expert on corporate behavior. Law School professor 

~ Felix Frankfurter, LL.B. '06-whom FDR later named to 
§' the Supreme Court-was an all-purpose adviser. He de-

clined the post of solicitor general, but became known 
as "a one-man recruiting agency for the New Deal." 

Among his star recruits were Benjamin Cohen, S.J.D. '16, and 
Thomas ("the Cork") Corcoran, SJD. '26, two of FDR's most 
effective aides. 

A steady stream of Harvard visitors Signed the White House 
guest book. They included the two dozen Crimson rowers
among them Franklin Roosevelt Jr., numbertwo oar of the junior 
varsity boat-who carne to dine after racing at Annapolis in May 
'935. As his guests filed in, the president greeted 15 of the rowers 
by their first names, astounding Bill Bingham, Harvard's director 

. of athletics. When senior Tommy Hunter came through the line, 
FDR leaned out of his chair to embrace him. The 96-pound junior 
varsity cox had also been a polio patient. 

The biggest Harvard bash was a presidential reception for the 
class of '90+ As assistant secretary of the navy, FDR had enter
tained classmates on the deck of a destroyer, U.S.S. Palme~ when 
they had their fifteenth reunion in New London, Connecticut. In 
April '934, a month- before the class's thirtieth reunion, he 
opened the White House to 936 classmates, wives, and children 
from 26 states and five countries. The receiving line wound 
through the Blue Room for an hour. On the south lawn, a large 
Marine band played Harvard songs. "The preSident had a genial 
word for everybody: noted class secretary Edward A. Taft, 
"appearing for all the world as if he had never had so good a 
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time," A Boston Transcript writer observed before the 
event that the guests would be better off than the host, 
since "they are going to get more food out of him than 
he got votes out of them." 

ELECTION 
EXTRA 

9 O'CLOCK 
EDlTlON 

The Harvard Crimson 
_ .... .-. <~ ._ "_"""f" __ ~_ ....... " .. , ..... 

T HE TRANSCRIPT MAN HAD A POINT. MOST OF FOR'S 

classmates opposed him politically, and some 
loathed him. The standard accusation was that 

he was "a traitor to his class." The Reverend Walter 
Russell Bowie, FDR's Crimson colleague, spoke of "the 
rancorous and almost hysterical political animus which 
rose against him and what he stood for among the priv~ 
ileged groups to which many of the Harvard graduates 
happened to belong. I was amazed and disgusted to 
hear the way men talked of him when he was at the 
Harvard Tercentenary." 

LANDSLIDE FOR ROOSEVELT 
NEW PlAN TO MAKE 

P,BB. CENTIJI FOR 
COMMUTER SPORIS 

_R4oIoIoMu"...--T. 0....,;.. EioI6 _ oj I __ ~ 

WIlL Rttr.IVE AW.t.JIID5 

Abbott Lawrence Lowell, who had charge of the 1936 
Tercentenary, expressed his own disregard for FDR in 
a correspondence preceding the event. Felix Frank~ 
furter described the exchange as "incredible among 
cultured men and without precedent in this countty." 
Lowell, now Harvard's president emeritus, disap
proved of the New Dea). In his initial letter to fDR he 
addressed him as "Mr. Franklln D. Roosevelt," referred 

Four days later, the real winner: 

to the upcoming academic eXercises as an "opportunity to di~ 

vorce yourself from the arduous demands of politics and politi
cal speech-making," and suggested that "it would be well to 
limit all the speeches that afternoon to about 10 minutes." 

FDR wrote to Frankfurter, "I felt Ilke replying-'if I am in
vited in my capacity as a Harvard graduate I shall, of course, 
speak as briefly as you suggest-two minutes if you say so-but 
if I am invited as President to speak for the Nation, I am unable 
to tell you at this time what my subject will be or whether it 
will take five minutes or an hour: 1 suppose some people with 
insular minds really believe that I might make a purely political 
speech lasting one hour and a half. Give this your 'ca'm jedg
ment' and suggest a soft answer 'suitable to the occasion.''' 

At Frankfurter's suggestion, FDR sent a polite note seeking 
assurance that he was being invited as the preSident of the 
United States. Lowell confirmed that he was, adding, "In that 
capacity r suppose you will want to say something about what 
Harvard has meant to the nation," and reiterating his suggested 
time limit of "10, or at most 15 minutes." 

"Damn," wrote FDR to Frankfurter. He then replied tersely to 
Lowell, "Thank you for your letter of April '4- You are right in 
thinking that r will want to say something of the Significance of 
Harvard in relation to our national history. Very Sincerely yours, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt." 

At the September ceremony, FOR omitted Lowell's name from 
his opening salutation. He noted that he was speaking "in a joint 
and several capacity": as president of the United States, as chair
man of the U. S. Harvard Tercentenary Commission, and as "a 
son of Harvard who gladly returns to this spot where men have 
sought truth for 300 years." His eloquent speech, partly written 
by Frankfurter, took barely 10 minutes. 

"It was really a great triumph," Frankfurter wired FOR the 
next day. "You furnished a striking example of the civilized 

gentleman and also of the importance of wise sauciness." 
As he campaigned for reelection that fall, FDR liked to em

phasize that his harshest critics were those whose solvency he 
had saved with emergency measures during the depths of the 
Depression. "Some of these people really forget how sick they 
were," he said in a speech given in Chicago in October: 

But r know how sick they were. r have their fever charts. 
know how the knees of all our rugged individualists were 
trembling four years ago and how their hearts fluttered. 
They came to Washington in great numbers. Washington 
did not look like a dangerous bureaucracy to them. Oh nol 
It looked like an emergency hospital. All of the distin
gUished patients wanted two things-a quick hypodermic 
to end the pain and a course of treatment to .cure the dis, 
ease. They wanted them in a hurry; we gave them both. And 
now most of the patients seem to be doing very nicely. 
Some of them are even well enough to throw their crutches 
at the doctor. 

FDR buried that year's Republican opponent, Kansas gover
nor All Landon, winning all but 8 of 531 electoral votes and car
rying every state but Maine and Vermont. 

The nation had turned the corner, but disgruntled Harvard 
alumni still fussed and fumed. "I am shocked by a government 
which apparently treats saving as a sin and thrift as vicious," 
wrote Philip James Roosevelt '13, of the Oyster Bay branch, in his 
twenty-fifth reunion report. "I worry in a futile way over my 
children's future in a country where honesty in public life is at a 
discount, courage commends itself to only a small minority and 
slick facUity to a large majority." 

"It seems to me that what our President has been trying to do is 
fairly similar to what happened in Italy and Germany before and 

(continued on page 86) 
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FRANK ROOSEVELT (continued fro m pag<49) 

even now that they are ruled by Dictators," wrote Franklin Taylor 
Clark '12 in his class report. "May we hope that the American peo
ple awaken to this situation before it is too late." When FDR pro
posed to enlarge the Supreme Court to ensure a pro-New Deal 
majorit y, Walter Lippmann wrote that he was "drunk with 
power" and was attempting to "establish the political framework 
for, and to destroy the safeguards against, a dictator."" 

In 1940, with war in the olfll1g, FDR ran for an unprecedented 
third term. In November he deC iSively defeated Wendell 
WUlkie, a liberal Republican. The prospect of further central
ized planning did not cheer FDR's classmate Arthur Ballantine, 
erstwhile class orator and Crimson hand, who had been an under~ 

secretary of the treasury in the Hoover administration. It was 
too bad, he was quoted as saying, that Franklin hadn't taken 
more economics and government courses at Harvard. 

"I took economics courses in college for four years," FDR shot 
back, "and everything I was taught was wrong."t 

FDR did have staunch friends in the Harvard family. Loyalists 
in the legal and financial communities included Langdon Mar
vin, A.B. 18g8, and Grenville Clark '03, LL.B. '06, LL.D. '51, who 
once had been FDR's law partners, and Thomas Lamont, A.B. 
18g2, of the house of J. P. Morgan. Lamont and Marvin were Har
vard Overseers, and Clark was a member of the Corporation. 
President James Conant admired FDR's leadership and was one 
of his key wartime science advisers. But even Conant could share 
a caustic comment or two with A. Calverr Smith " 4, his right
hand man during the war years. With Conant away, Smith coor
dinated the secret planning for the convocation honoring British 
prime minister Winston Churchill with an LL.D. in September 
1943. Confidential memos-in which Churchill is always "Mr. 
Xu-make it clear that the planners hoped FDR wouldn't choose 
to take part. In one memo Smith refers warily to "Mr. X and his 
good friend Mr. Y." In another he asks, "Are Mrs. and Miss X 
comingl ... ls the othet Mr. Big coming?" Routing FDR correspon
dence to Conant, Smi th attaches a slip with a typed message: 
"Oh! Oh! You'd better hold your watch with one hand and your 
wallet with the other! A.C.S."~ 

Harvard class reporrs might resound with denunciations of 
FDR, but thete were also entries like that of Ralph Lowell '12, 

lawrence Lowell's cousin and a Republican: "I am not ... one of 
those who feel our country is headed for disaster under our pre
sent government. Rather, I believe that all changes now taking 
place, all smashing of traditions, all the criticism hurled at the 
so-called 'malefactors of great wealth: 'defeatist lawyers: and 
'economic royalists' are merely episodes in the progress of a 
young and viri.l e nation towards the goal of real greatness." 

"Lippmann, who blew hO[ and cold on FOR, had cold him in February 1933, 
~The Situation is critical, Franklin . You may have no alternative bur to as~ 
sume dictatorial powers.M (See Ronald Steel , Walrcf Lippmann and Ihe American 
Cc:n/ury,' Atbntic-Uttlc, Brown, 19Sa, page 300.) 
t FO R's personal recollect ions were inexact. He did not take economics for 
four years; he did take one economics course in his second year of college 
and three in his fourth year. He took one government course in his first year 
and two more in his third . 
~In the event, the president chose to stay in Washingwn. As his gues[ [here 
for much or the summer, Churchill had kept his usual late hours and PU[ 

FOR's staying power to a stiff test. 
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ROOSEVELTSATHARVARD: 
A FAMILY MATTER 

JAMES lWOSEVEIT, FRANKLIN'S FATHER , RECEIVED illS LL.B. FROM 

Harvard L"v School in 1851. Theodore Roosevelt enrolled in 
the College in 18n FDR in 1900. Thereafter, Roosevelts 
carne to Harvard in droves. In 1936, the tercentennial year, 
when FDR ran for a second tcrm, nine Rooscvclrs were reg 
istered in the College, including three sets of brothers. 

FDR's Harvard progeny included three of his four sons
James ',a, Franklin Jr. '37, and John ',8-as well as four 
grandsons and a grcat ... grandson. Eleanor Roosevelt's 
brother Hall '13 and his two sons also went to Harvard. Sev
eral of FDR's Delano uncles and cousins, including his uncle 
Fred-class of 1885, twice an Overseer, and preSident of the 
Alumni Association in 1932-33-were Harvard men. 

Theodore Roosevelt, of the Oyster Bay branch, sent all 
four of his sons: Theodore 'og, Kermit '12, Archibald '17, and 
Quentin '19. His daughters Alice and Ethel made it a clean 
sweep by marrying Harvard men (Senator Nicholas Long
worth, A.B. 18g1, and Dr. Richard Derby '03, who followed 
FDR on the Board of Overseers). Six of TR's grandsons, 
seven great ·grandehildren, and a half dozen great-great
grandchildren have gone to Harvard. 

Most of the 17 other Rooscvelts on the alumni rolls were 
or are descendants of TR's four uncles, and thus belong to 
the Oyster Bay branch. TR's sister Corinne Roosevelt 
Robinson had two Harvard sons and a Harvard grandson 
(the late columnist Joseph Alsop '31). 

No one named Roosevelt has graduated from Harvard 
since 1993, and no Roosevelt is currently enrolled. 

• 

T HE WAR YEARS BROUG HT OU T FOR'S GREAT NESS AS A Nk 

tionalleader. His fighting spirit fitted him for the role of 
commander-in-chief. His eloquence gave heart to Amer

icans and their allies in Europe and Asia. He led in forging a 
global alliance of nations against the Axis. In spite of his disabil
ity he became the first president to leave the country in wartime, 
traveling to meetings with heads of state and military comman
ders in Canada, North Africa, Iran, Hawati, Malta, Egypt, and 
Russia. And he worked unstintingly to plan a durable peace. 

In ' 944, with the end of the war in Europe in Sight, he ran for a 
fourth term against New York governor Thomas E. Dewey and 
was reelected again. Though his personal physician had publidy 
declared him fit , FDR was now ill. He was being treated for hy
pertension and congestive heart disease, exacerbated by 40 years 
of smoking. His color was poor; he looked gaunt, haggard, and 
much older than his 62 years. But he could still reach back for a 
surge of energy when he needed it. In a New York City motor
cade in October he rode for hours in an open car as a cold tain 
fell. An earlier speech to a Teamsters Union audience-his "Fala 
speech" - had Virtually clinched his election: 

These Republican leaders have not been content with at~ 

tacks on me, or my wife, or my sons. No, not content with 
that, they now include my little dog, Fala. Well, of course, I 
don't resent attacks, and my family doesn't resent at tacks, 
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but Fala does resent them. You know, Fala is Scotch, and 
being a Scottie, as soon as he learned that the Republican 
fiction writers in Congress and out had concocted a story 
that I had left him behind on the Aleutian Islands and had 
sent a destroyer back to find him-at a cost to the taxpay
ers of two or three, or eight or twenty million dollars-his 
Scottish soul was furious. He has not been the same dog 
since. I am accustomed to hearing malicious falsehoods 
about myselLbut I think I have a right to resent, to object 
to libelous statements about my dog. 

His participation in the Yalta conference, held at a Black Sea 
port in February '945, left him phYSically depleted. His hands 
now shook alarmingly. In April he went to his winter home In 

Warm Springs, Georgia, to rest before going to San Francisco for 
a conference inaugurating the United Nations. Before lunch on 
April 12 he was reading the day's mail while haVing his portrait 
painted. He had dressed for the portrait in a double-breasted 
suit and Harvard tie. The artist, Elizabeth Shoumatoff, thought 
he looked surprisingly well. Suddenly FOR collapsed, putting 
his hand to his head and saying he had "a terrific pain." 

After two hours of tortured breathing he died of a massive 
cerebral hemorrhage. The news went out on national radio just 
before six. It crackled around the world almost instantaneously, 
arousing shock and consternation everywhere. In London the 
hour was midnight; the British Broadcasting Company's bul
letin called it "the darkest night of the war." 

FOR had just drafted a Jefferson Day address for delivery the 
next day. The last words he had written were, "The only limit to 
our realization o[ tomorrow will be our doubts of today. Let us 
move forward with strong and active faith: 

Anticipating the end, Walter Lippmann had devoted his col
umn of April 7 to FOR. "His estimate of the vital interests of the 
United States has been accurate and far-sighted," Lippmann 
wrote. "He has served these interests with audacity and patience, 
shrewdly and with calculation, and he has led this country out of 
the greatest peril in which it has ever been to the highest point of 
security, influence, and respect which it has ever attained." 

At the Harvard memorial service, Dean WUlard Sperry spoke 
of the tragic timing of the preSident's death: "He died too soon. 
He had earned the right to see victory on land and sea and in the 
air. He should have secn it for himself; his eyes should have be
held it and not another." An Alumni Bulletin editorial noted that 
"Mr. Roosevelt, as he grew older, grew into younger hearts. He 
was a symbol, a cause, a reason, and an anvil of strength to 

youth. He was the only President this fighting generation had 
ever consciously known. It knew him well. He foresaw; and he 
acted as none but the prescient can act. That is something 
which youth is supremely fitted to understand. 'He belonged to 
this day: as Dr. Sperry so Wisely said. 'He spoke the language of 
the hour and needed no interpreter.' '' 

A s A LOYAL MEMBER OF HIS CLASS, FOR COMPLIED WHEN THE 

class report office requested personal information and 
opinions. His handwritten answers were bCief and 

pOinted. '" have traveled in almost every state in the Unio~," he 
wrote in 1934, "and written several tons of speeches, articles, 
and radio addresses. Convictions? Yes, lots." 

19. ,)§J 
"ROOSEVELT HISTORY MONTH" 

• 

IN A TRIBUTE NOT PREVIOUSLY ACCORDED TO AN AMERICAN 

preSident, Congress deSignated this Ocrober as "Roosevelt 
History Month." Such major institutions as the LIbrary of 
Congress, thc U.S. Holocaust Muscum, the Woodrow Wil 
son Intcrnational Centcr [or Scholars, and the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library at Hyde Park, New York, planned speCial 
events or exhibits keyed to the life and work of the na 
tion's thirty,second preSident. 

In Ncw York City, a notable collection of Rooseveltiana 
assembled by Donald S. Carmichael '35 will be exhibited 
and sold at Glenn Horowitz Bookseller, 19 East 76th 
Street, from November 1 to December 14. 

The coord inating committee for "Rooscvelr IIi story 
Month" was chaired by Pcter B. Kovlcr, M.P.A. 'So, of Wash
ingran, D.C., who has also been active in the drive to can, 
steuct an FOR Memorial there. A 7-sacrc site between lhe 
Uncoln and Jefferson memorials was reserved for such a 
mcmorial by act of Congrcss in 1955. About S5 million must 
still be raised from private sources to meet the projccted $ 10 

million cost. The Kovler Family Foundation made a dona
tion of $500,000 last year. 

The FOR Memorial will consist of outdoor rooms with 
sculpturru narratives. The memorial is scheduled [or com, 
pletinn next year. 

This is how he answered a 1939 questionnaire: 

Your business or professional associations: Same. 
What traveling have you done? About 1,000,000 miles. 
What classmates do you . .frequently hear from or see? Flocks. 
What have you written, edited, compiled, translated, or composed? 

Altogether too much. 
What publiC service have you performed? PreSident, U.S. 

• 

In his class's fiftieth reunion report, in 1954, Lathrop Brown 
devoted his entry to the qualitieS that sustained his former 
roommate in the earliest days of his preSidency and beyond: 

In a few weeks the nation was lifted from the pit of despair to 
the high ground of confidence. It was no small thing that 
within one man could be contained enough of faith to restore 
the lost morale of a great nation. Allover the world were the 
stirrings of the lesser people of the world. England, France, 
Italy, Germany, and Spain fell prey to totalitarianism, social
ism, fascism, or chaos. Under Franklin there was no revolu, 
tion. The value of the dollar fell, but the value of the "forgot
ten man" rose to its full measure of dignity and de
cency .... Frank1n's ethics, learned at home, at school, at col
lege, and in his church at Hyde Park, gave him a sure sense of 
direction; and gave him enough of faith to lead the nation. CJ 

John T Bethell is senioreditor of Harvard MagaZine. He is working on a 
pictorial history of twentieth-century Harvard, to be published in connectlQn 
with the magazine'S centennial in 199B. 
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